Optimizing primary chemotherapy in ovarian cancer.
Primary chemotherapy for advanced ovarian cancer includes the administration of a platinum agent (carboplatin or cisplatin) and a taxane (paclitaxel or docetaxel). Most patients (60% to 80%) experience subjective and objective evidence of a favorable response, with prolonged disease-free and overall survival being noted in a substantial subset of this population. Future investigative efforts will focus on the incorporation of new and novel antineoplastic agents into standard treatment, with the important goals of improving biologic activity, enhancing overall quality of life, and extending survival.